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A Note from the Editors

We have again been able to take our pick from a large collection of interesting
and thematically varied papers. A steady flow of contributions has enabled us
to maintain standards and even to raise them. This would not, however, have
been possible without all the experts around the world who, in most cases after
surprisingly short periods of resistance, resigned themselves to their fate and
agreed to act as our referees.

Some of the papers in the present volume stem from the symposium
Approaches to Historical Syntax the Linguistic Association of Finland
organized at the Mekrijirvi Research Station of the University of Joensuu in
September 2002. In addition to passing the standard peer review process, these
papers—those of Gergel, Ingham, Kulikov and Wichmann—have also profited
from the relaxed discussions the cosy atmosphere at Mekrijarvi made possible.

The resurrection of the squib section has been one of the most positive
developments of the current year. We strongly urge our potential contributors
to consider this format, since it is ideal for testing ideas before fleshing them
out to full-length articles. Squibs are also reviewed by two referees, but the
scrutiny they are subjected to is slightly less stringent than in the case of
articles. This is in keeping with the tentative character of a squib.

The book reviews in this volume include Santeri Palviainen’s
evaluation of Kalevi Wiik’s Eurooppalaisten juuret ("The Roots of the
Europeans’), which has been giving rise to lively public debate since its
appearance in 2002. In view of the critical tone of the review, the editorial
board offered Kalevi Wiik an opportunity for a rejoinder. However, Wiik
declined this opportunity because he considered the review inappropriate. We
leave it for the informed reader to judge whether the criticism presented in the
review is justified.

Once again, the editors wish to thank those who provide the substance—
our contributors and referees.
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